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foreign troops from South Vietnam. . .

. work out their problems themselves.”
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the War

m&q OR SEVERAL MONTIHS NOW the war in Indochma has
been in a cryptic phase. On the one hand, there is
no apparent slackening in the Nixon Administra-
tiori’s determination to “win” in Vietnam; on the

othcr in the cities of Vietnam the most important peace
push in years has gathered strength, with the forbearance—
perhaps even the blessing—-of White House strategists.

On September 21, a rich landowser and prominent anti-
Communist niember of the South Victnamese Assembly,

- Ngo Cong Duc, made a dramatic proposal for peace which

has become the central document of the new peace coalition,
The basic denands of the vast majority of the Vietnamese
people, said Duc, are “the withdrawal of all American and
[and] an immediate
cessation of the war, in order to permit the.Victnamese to
Duc emphasized that
his supporters were opposed to the “communization” of
South Vietnam but were willing to take their chances with

the Communists rather than allow their country to be ob-’

literated by an endless war. Duc called for the Paris peace
talks to include a delegation of non-Comumunist forces, with
the idea that the enlarged conference. could establish a neut-

“radist government in South Vietnam which could hold free

elections. (In Saigon, Duc’s proposal was pubhc% acclaimed

o Approved For Release 200
bv Bannine Garrett

by his active supporters—the Buddhist fhovcmcrit, the stu- -

dents and faculty of the universitics, the war victims, the
women's movement, even modcmtc Catholics.) -

One of the most intriguing developments ¢ of tln new po-
litical situation is that these peace forces appear to be co-
alescing for the first time around former General Duong
Van Minh (“Big Minh”), who in 1963, apparently as the
CIA’s protegé, overthrew Diem i in the first generals’ coup.
Minh recently announced his cmdldacy for the 1971 elec-
tions, while Thicu has indicated that he will not run again.
Evcn more intriou'ing is that tlic Duc proposal and Minh’s

candidacy scem to have the tacit approval of the 'NLF and
the DRY, while in the U.S. the Duc statement has been
praiscd by Retinie Daws of the Chxcwo Conspuacy as “the

way to end the war,’ .

This, unusual convergence of foxccs in “part rcﬂccts a
transitional stage in the struggle, a jockeying for posmons in
anticipation of thv no\t phase. Evidently the NLF is con-
ﬁdem of its polmcﬂ‘ strengtli for any contést in which the
«contenders are Vietnamese, with the U.S. troops and B-52s
rcasonably withdrawn from the scene, But what can explain

- the Nixon Admuustratlons own willingness to cncourage

such developments, particularly when there is no evidence
that there hds been any abandonmient in Washington of the'
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